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Reasonable minimum wetting rates

Operating limits for a column are set by the wetting rate (lower limit) and flooding (upper limit). With CMR and
B-ETA RING high performance random packings, distillation towers operate successfully in the range of

20-90% of flood. Minimum wetting rates for aqueous systems are shown below. Packing efficiency remains rela-
tively constant over 80% of the operating range.

Surface gpm/ ft? m*/m’h
Carbon steel or copper 0.3 0.7
Etched stainless steel 0.4 1.0
Stainless steel, tantalum, other alloys 1.2 3.0

The above values are based on a packing with a specific surface area >43 ft¥/ft’ [140 m*m®]. When operating below
these value - as in vacuum distillation - new packings should be chosen which have better wetting characteristics.
If materials with poorer wetting properties must be specified, the bed height may have to be increased and/or a
more efficient packing should be utilized. As an alternative, structured packing may also be considered. For more
information on Koch-Glitsch structured packing, please request brochure KGMSP-1.The minimum liquid rate also
depends on liquid distributor type and design. Please refer to the internals brochure KGMTIG-1.
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Trademarks Patents

BETA RING, CASCADE MINI-RINGS, FLEXIRING, HY-PAK, IMTP, INTALOX,
INTALOX PACKED TOWER SYSTEMS with process tower “L”, KOCH-GLITSCH,
and “K” KOCH-GLITSCH are registered trademarks of Koch-Glitsch, LP and
are registered in the US and various other countries worldwide. KG-TOWER is
aregistered trademark of Koch-Glitsch, LP and is registered in the US.

BETA RING, CMR, and INTALOX PACKED TOWER SYSTEMS are trademarks of
Koch-Glitsch, LP. All other trademarks, service marks, or registered
trademarks that appear in this document are the trademarks or service
marks of their respective owners.

worldwide.

performance.

BETA RING®, FLEXIRING®, and IMTP® technologies are protected by various patents
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