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Reasonable minimum wetting rates

Operating limits for a column are set by the wetting rate (lower limit) and flooding (upper limit). With CMR and
β-ETA RING high performance random packings, distillation towers operate successfully in the range of
20-90% of flood. Minimum wetting rates for aqueous systems are shown below. Packing efficiency remains rela-
tively constant over 80% of the operating range.

Surface gpm/ ft2 m3/m2h
Carbon steel or copper 0.3 0.7
Etched stainless steel 0.4 1.0
Stainless steel, tantalum, other alloys 1.2 3.0

The above values are based on a packing with a specific surface area >43 ft2/ft3 [140 m2/m3]. When operating below
these value - as in vacuum distillation - new packings should be chosen which have better wetting characteristics.
If materials with poorer wetting properties must be specified, the bed height may have to be increased and/or a
more efficient packing should be utilized. As an alternative, structured packing may also be considered. For more
information on Koch-Glitsch structured packing, please request brochure KGMSP-1.The minimum liquid rate also
depends on liquid distributor type and design. Please refer to the internals brochure KGMTIG-1.
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Koch-Glitsch Corporate Offices  

Worldwide Headquarters   

Koch-Glitsch, LP    

4111 East 37th Street North Wichita, KS 67220 – United States tel: (316) 828-5110 fax: (316) 828-7985 
   

Europe   

Koch-Glitsch Italia S.r.l.    

Viale Giulio Cesare 29 24124 Bergamo – Italy tel: +39 035 2273.411 fax: +39 035 2273.400 
    

Asia    

Koch-Glitsch Korea, Ltd.    

17-8, 8F, Dongsung Bldg. 
Yoido-dong, Youngdeungpo-ku 

Seoul 150-874 – Korea tel: +82-2-3276-7500 fax: +82-2-3276-7590 

 

Koch-Glitsch (A division of Koch Chemical Technology Group India Pvt. Ltd). 
Corporate Park II, 10th Floor 
Sion-Trombay Road Chembur, Mumbai 400 071 – India tel: +91 22 6771 7171 fax: +91 22 6771 7161 

 
For a complete list of our offices and facilities, visit us on the Web at www.koch-glitsch.com. 
 
 
Emergency Numbers 

US: 1-888-KOCH-911.  
Europe: +39-06-928-911, +44-1782-744561, or your local Koch-Glitsch office. 
 

 
 
 

Trademarks 
BETA RING, CASCADE MINI-RINGS, FLEXIRING, HY-PAK, IMTP, INTALOX, 
INTALOX PACKED TOWER SYSTEMS with process tower “L”, KOCH-GLITSCH, 
and “K” KOCH-GLITSCH are registered trademarks of Koch-Glitsch, LP and 
are registered in the US and various other countries worldwide. KG-TOWER is 
a registered trademark of Koch-Glitsch, LP and is registered in the US.  
BETA RING, CMR, and INTALOX PACKED TOWER SYSTEMS are trademarks of 
Koch-Glitsch, LP. All other trademarks, service marks, or registered 
trademarks that appear in this document are the trademarks or service 
marks of their respective owners. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Patents 
BETA RING®, FLEXIRING®, and IMTP® technologies are protected by various patents 
worldwide.  

 

NOTE: The information contained in this bulletin is believed to be accurate and 
reliable, but is not to be construed as implying any warranty or guarantee of 
performance. 
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